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Welcome to the September Newsletter!

This September, we are proud to shine a light on the remarkable progress happening every
day at Firefly Autism. Inside this newsletter, you’ll find stories of achievement, updates on
upcoming events, and ways our community continues to grow stronger. Your support

makes this journey possible, and we are deeply grateful.



https://www.facebook.com/fireflyautism
https://www.facebook.com/fireflyautism
https://www.instagram.com/firefly_autism/
https://www.instagram.com/firefly_autism/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/fireflyautism/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/fireflyautism/

When Supports Say 'No': The Crisis of Exclusion in Profound Autism
By: Dr. Amanda Kelly

For many learners with significant support needs, attempting to access supports and
services outside of Firefly comes with an enormous amount of fear and uncertainty. We
often hear about learners being removed from day treatment or alternative activity
programs, and/or an inability to find any suitable residential or day treatment care. The
reality is that levels of ability and behaviors can create significant barriers to accessing
needed care and supports. The Profound Autism Alliance recently conducted a nationwide
caregiver survey and found that 80% of individuals with profound autism have been
outright denied the opportunity to participate in community programs because of their
support needs, with 63% asked to leave a program due to behaviors and 69% denied access
to healthcare, respite or school. Behind every statistic is a family fighting for care.

In most cases, it’s not a lack of willingness that keeps organizations from accepting
individuals. The reality of limited staff, inadequate space and resources, and insufficient
training make it difficult to provide the level of support our most vulnerable community
members need. On top of that, there are no financial incentives to include them, and the
costs of care increase significantly as support needs rise. Ensuring continued education
regarding the complexities of significant support needs is key.

Firefly Autism’s Training and Consultation program hopes to offer solutions. The program
focuses on developing train-the-trainer systems and a consultative support model that can
be implemented internally. This approach helps establish an independent support
infrastructure, promoting the long-term self-sufficiency of the inclusion model and
reducing the need for full-time consultants or new staff. By empowering internal team
members with the right skills and knowledge, the program ensures that these models can
operate efficiently and effectively, minimizing reliance on external resources over time.

The crisis of exclusion for individuals with significant support needs will not be solved
overnight, but we can make meaningful progress with intentional strategies and
collaboration.

Dr. Amanda Kelly
President & CEO of Firefly Autism


https://www.profoundautism.org/research/profound-autism-facts/
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A Heartwarming Moment in the Grocery Store

During a recent grocery shopping trip, one of our Transition to Work learners experienced a
special connection. After finishing his shopping, his staff member signed “ready?” to him. At that
moment, a woman who is deaf noticed and approached them. She pointed to the learner's
cochlear implant and asked—using American Sign Language (ASL) along with her voice—if
they knew sign language.

The staff member explained that the learner is deaf and that she was his behavior technician,
though she only knew a little ASL herself. She encouraged the learner to introduce himself in
sign. The woman smiled, introduced herself back, and told him it was nice to meet him.

Later, the staff explained to the learner that he had just met someone else who is deaf. With a big
smile, he shared that the encounter made him feel happy.

Moments like this remind us of the power of community, connection, and belonging. Y
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Firefly Autism's 4th Annual Sensory Friendly
Pictures!

Firefly Autism is excited to host its 4th Annual Sensory Friendly Pictures!

e Saturday, December 6th
e 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
e Firefly Autism, 2001 Hoyt Street. Lakewood, CO 80125

Families are invited to take pictures with Santa, the Grinch, and/or a Winter Wonderland
backdrop in a calm, sensory-friendly environment. Guests can also enjoy a hot chocolate and

cookie bar, explore resources from our community partners, and watch a holiday movie.

Don’t miss this festive, family-friendly celebration—please RSVP by November 22nd.
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Take pictures with Santa, the Grinch, and/or a Winter
Wonderland for the whole family in a calm and sensory

friendly environment!

Enjoy the hot chocolate and cookie bar while exploring
resources from our partners, and watch a holiday
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Please email Sheila with any questions at
sorozcoefireflyautism org
AT LA

RSVP HERE!

Volunteer with Us!

We’re looking for enthusiastic volunteers to help make our 4th Annual Sensory Friendly Pictures
event a success! From greeting families and assisting with activities to serving hot chocolate and
cookies, there are plenty of ways to get involved. If you’d like to spread holiday cheer while
supporting our Firefly community, sign up today!

Volunteer Signup!



https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=OABagGVdCU63t-WAv0US9_EYFCcYUdhCo_bZyLBxsOFUMlg4N0JWWThDRkJOUVc1TjkzNUhaMEdDVi4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=OABagGVdCU63t-WAv0US9_EYFCcYUdhCo_bZyLBxsOFUM0ZINkRFQTEzODMzM01YQ09OUUdGSjNRUS4u&route=shorturl

BRICKS ARE STILI. £
AVAILABLE! &

The Path To
Success

All families, friends, community
members, and alumni are invited
to be a part of our Path to Success
project. This project will honor the
past and present members of
Firefly Autism.

BUY YOUR BRICKS NOW AT
FIREFLYAUTISM.ORG

Buy Bricks HERE!
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Recognizing Infinity by Marvin


https://www.coloradogives.org/story/6ei14g
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This month, we are proud to recognize Infinity by Marvin for their generous support of Firefly
Autism.

Infinity by Marvin designs windows and doors that enhance the beauty and comfort of homes,
backed by more than 100 years of Marvin innovation. With a mission to imagine and create
better ways of living, Infinity brings quality, craftsmanship, and care to every product.

Their commitment to community is equally inspiring. Infinity shares Firefly’s vision of uplifting
individuals and families, and we are grateful for their partnership in helping us carry out our
mission. Together, we can continue to make a lasting difference for individuals with autism, their
families, and communities.

Thank you, Infinity by Marvin, for standing with Firefly!
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Get Involved

Every person deserves the chance to thrive—and at Firefly, we're committed to making that
possible through donor support. Many of our learners face up to a $2,000 monthly gap between
the cost of care and what insurance covers. Thanks to generous donors, children who arrived
nonverbal and overwhelmed are now communicating, regulating emotions, and engaging with
the world.

Monthly gifts of $50, $100, or $250 help us continue delivering this life-changing care,
regardless of a family’s financial situation. Your support powers programs like Transition to
Work, our sensory garden, and community-based adult services. Help turn barriers into
breakthroughs—one Firefly at a time. Donate to Firefly today by following the link below:
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MAKE A WISH COME TRUE!

You can support Firefly Autism by helping to provide our center with niche items our
regular funding does not provide. Curious about what we need? Check out or newly



https://www.coloradogives.org/donate/fireflyautism

curated wish list.

WISHLIST

HAVE A GREAT MONTH!

Thanks for being part of our community. We truly value our supporters, our readers,
our staff, and our community.

We hope you have a great month and we will check in again with you in October.

As always, you can make a one-time or recurring donation to Firefly through our
giving partner, ColoradoGives, anytime. Thanks for everything!

DONATE

Firefly Autism | 2001 Hoyt Street | Lakewood, CO 80215 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

0“ Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!


https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/VYCKZA9PXIN7?
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coloradogives.org%2Forganization%2Ffireflyautism&data=05%7C02%7Csross%40fireflyautism.org%7Ca19edb23004a4f96aa3608dcbbdc3642%7C805a00385d654e09b7b7e580bf4512f7%7C0%7C0%7C638591801746632436%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T9LVdaJAZCBBnPcMACbiwB4MhikasFQxrKJqhLdETe0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.coloradogives.org/donate/fireflyautism
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=5389c50f-fdc1-4194-af54-58fc35bdc943
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=5389c50f-fdc1-4194-af54-58fc35bdc943

